
Philosophy of Mind
PHI 350-01, Tuesday and Thursday, 2:20-3:50 (Piskor 015)

Instructor: Jeff Maynes
Email: jmaynes@stlawu.edu
Office: Piskor 109

Office Hours: Wednesday, 10-12 (but I’m generally around, feel free to stop by my office!)
Course Website: http://www.jeffmaynes.com/philmind

1 Course Description

We may spend most of our time at St. Lawrence, but we spend all of our time in our minds. We know what
it is to feel happy or blue, to feel pleasure and pain, to see vivid colors. But what is consciousness? How
does it relate to our mind? To our brains? Could a computer think and feel like we do? In this course, we
examine the rich philosophical questions that arise when thinking about who we are, and how our minds
work. Drawing on work in philosophy, psychology and neuroscience, this class attempts to get clear on what
it means to have a mind, and what that means for who we are.

2 Course Goals

By the end of the course, you should know:

• The central positions on the nature of mind and consciousness..

• How the philosophy of mind interacts with the empirical study of mind and brain.

Students will also be better able to:

• Read complex journal articles and situate them in context of wider philosophical debate.

• Write sophisticated essays defending positions on intricate and subtle philosophical questions.

• Integrate and analyze empirical results in a philosophical context.

• Explain and discuss complex ideas with your colleagues.

3 Course Materials

There is one assigned text for the course:

Rosenthal, David. The Nature of Mind. Oxford University Press, 1992.

This book is a strong collection of classic work from the mid-20 century, but will need extensive supplemen-
tation with recent work. All additional papers will be posted on the course website.

4 Grading and Expectations

Participation 10%
Abstracts 10%

Topic Papers 30%
Term Paper 30%

Presentation 20%
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Participation This is a seminar on complex and fascinating issues. We will be spending our time discussing
the work. If you are not participating, then you will be severely limiting what you can get out of the seminar.
Participation includes (a) making well-supported, on-topic contributions to class discussion; (b) showing up
to class prepared (having done the reading, with the reading available to you); (c) actively listening in class;
and (d) engaging your classmates in a respectful and thoughtful manner (especially during presentations!).
This is a 300 level class, and I am not going to mandate an attendance policy - but if you are not showing
up, you will not earn any participation points.

Abstracts For every reading, you will write and submit a one paragraph abstract of the main argument of
that essay. These should be no more than 150 words. This means that you will have to be concise, and you
will have to focus on the main argument. What is the big idea, and what are the central lines of argument
for it? The aim of these abstracts is to help you see the structure of these arguments, which will better help
you make sense of the technical details.

Topic Papers You will write two short papers (approximately 5 pages each) on issues discussed in class.
I’ll distribute a list of potential topics in advance, but you are also welcome to devise your own topic, provided
that I approve it. These papers will not require outside research. Instead, I will be looking for close analysis
of assigned readings and the issues they raise.

Term Paper Your final paper is a longer discussion (approximately 10 pages) of an issue in the philosophy
of mind which incorporates recent work in both philosophy and the empirical literature. You should find at
least one interesting article in philosophy, and one in the empirical literature, on the topic of your choice.
I will suggest topics, but you are once again free to pick any topic you wish (subject to my approval). In
drawing on recent work, you should be going beyond the material discussed in class (either on a new topic,
or more recent work on a previously discussed issue). This paper is due in our final exam slot, which is by
4:30 PM on Monday, May 4th.

Presentation In groups of two, you will lead one class in a discussion on the reading for that day. You
will be expected to provide a short summary lecture of the reading, and then lead discussion on it (so come
prepared with some questions!). You are free to use the entire class itme, but should be using at least
approximately 30 minutes. I do not expect (or want!) you to lecture for that entire time. Since this is a
seminar, you should see this as leading a conversation, rather than making a formal presentation.

Grading Scale

A A- A-/B+ B+ B B- B-/C+ C+ C C- C-/D+ D+ D F
4.0 3.75 3.5 3.25 3.0 2.75 2.5 2.25 2.0 1.75 1.5 1.25 1.0 0.0

Plagiarism and Collaboration
All students are expected to abide by principles of honesty in their work. It is expected and encouraged,
however, that students will discuss their paper projects with classmates. Students are encouraged to present
ideas for criticism and discussion and to trade drafts. If a classmate influences the arguments and direction
of your paper in either of these capacities, their contribution should be acknowledged in a footnote.

Papers, however, are not collaborative. All arguments presented should be the author’s original work, and
where it is not, appropriate citation must be supplied. Classmate input is an important part of refining your
argument, but should not be the source of it. If you have any questions about a potential case of plagiarism,
ask me before you turn in the assignment.
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5 Course Schedule

Date Reading Assignments

Unit I - What is Mind?

Week 1 - Introduction and Cartesian Dualism
1.15 Bring your textbook or Descartes’ Meditations

Week 2 - Behaviorism
1.20 Skinner, “Why I Am Not A Cognitive Psychologist” (web) Abstract
1.22 Ryle, “Descartes’ Myth” Abstract

Week 3 - Identity Theory
1.27 Smart, “Sensations and Brain Processes” Abstract
1.29 Lewis, “An Argument for the Identity Theory’ (web)’ Abstract

Week 4 - Functionalism
2.3 Putnam, “The Nature of Mental States” Abstract
2.5 Block, “Troubles with Functionalism” Abstract

Week 5 - Computationalism
2.10 Turing, “Computing Machinery and Intelligence” (web) Abstract
2. 12 Midsemester Break - No Class

Week 6 - The Language of Thought
2.17 Fodor, “Methodological Solipsism as a Research Strategy...” Abstract
2.19 Fodor, “Propositional Attitudes” Abstract

Week 7 - Critiques of Computationalism
2.24 Searle, “Minds, Brains, and Programs” (incl. replies with Fodor) Topic Paper 1

Abstract
2.26 Boden, “Escaping from the Chinese Room” (web) Abstract

Week 8 - Eliminative Materialism
3.3 Churchland, “Eliminative Materialism...” Abstract
3.5 Rudder Bakker, “Cognitive Suicide” (web) Abstract
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Date Reading Assignments

Unit II - Consciousness and the Mind-Body Problem

Week 9 - Qualia and the Irreducibility Argument
3.10 Nagel, “What is it Like to be a Bat?” Abstract
3.12 Akins, “What is it Like to be Boring and Myopic?” Abstract

Week 10 - Spring Break
3.17 Spring Break - No Class
3.19 Spring Break - No Class

Week 11 - Qualia and the Knowledge Argument
3.24 Jackson, “Epiphenomenal Qualia” (web)’ Abstract

Jackson, “What Mary Didn’t Know”
3.26 Dennett, “Quining Qualia” (web) Abstract

Week 12 - Physicalism
3.31 Chuchland, “Can Neurobiology Teach Us...” (web) Topic Paper 2

Koch, Consciousness, Ch. 5 (web) Abstract
4.2 Montero, “The Body Problem” (web) Abstract

Week 13 - Consciousness and Dualism
4.7 Chalmers, “Consciousness and its Place in Nature” (web) Abstract
4.9 No Reading Due

Week 14 - Embodied Cognition
4.14 Gallagher and Zahavi, The Phenomenological Mind, Ch. 7 (web) Abstract
4.16 Gallagher and Hutto, “Understanding Others...” (web) Abstract

Week 15 - The Extended Mind
4.21 Clark and Chalmers, “The Extended Mind” (web) Abstract
4.23 Adams and Aizawa, “Why the Mind is Still in the Head” (web) Abstract

Week 16 - Emotion
4.28 Prinz, “Emotions Embodied” (web) Abstract
4.30 No Reading - Semester Review

Last updated: January 12, 2015
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